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Deborah Hill Cone is charmed by a funny documentary on knocking shops.
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R brothels could he

L) charming, life-
affirming and fonoy?

ot me, Bur A BT Lady's Gadde to Bretbels on

TV Une this Tuesday is just thar.

The W stands for Women's Institute, and
in |':I'l|£|ail'|l.i itis grmﬂll}' cofisidernsd to e a
reposttory of smify bloe-rinse ladies in twinsets
and pearls. But thank agwin. The Women's
[mstitute cansed & storm in Brimim when it
passed a resolution calling for prostiveion wo be
legalised in a bid to make life safer for working
garls. ‘They “put aside jam~-making and tea
vivwels 1o take a brave stand agasnse stupidiny™

The camipaign, spearficaded by two
remarkable odder women, Jean [ohnson and
'.'i-|1.1r]::.-' Landels, lad to this doousmsenc ¥ where
the pair travelled the warld 1o research whether
they coubd et wp “'the perfect brothel”, They
WErE investigating how prostitotes could be safe
and have decent working conditions. This was
all very informative and opened up a world that
micest peaple do't ko miwch about. At the
same time journakist Nicky Taylor wasin
Hampshire looking at whether ome could set up
 broghed there.

Jeanand Shirley visived brothels where
prostitution hiad been legalised: Amsterdam,
MNevads and New Zealand, Their quest led 1o
some delighiul absurdities as the chintzy pair
were introduced 1o the sex industry. “Could
you give me some informaton shout the arse
1|1idp;|:t?"l;|n|1 asks in a sex shnp in her i,'l.lT-Fli;’ﬁ
posh scoent. “Oh look, 3 glow-in-the-dark
wibrator. Absalutely super!™

Thi Bscinating docusmentary takes us
behind closed doors in brothels.

“Oh look, the basin is the same height asa
gentleman, so he can wash his lirde bits and
pheces.”

In ane beothel there is porn on a television,
which shocks Jean. “Goodness gracious me, I'm
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Shirley didn’t see the hard-core porn becsuse
the steep stairs were a bit oo much for her,
Orherwise she might have had a heart amack.
Jean and Shidey conchede brothels in
Haolland and the United States are exploitagive
andl sleazy, bur they fnd the perfect brothel in
Auckland —a [H.r:-h establishment called
Bonton, “In brothel circles Bomton i spoken of
as the holy grail,” the voiceover says, In this
knocking shop there is 3 whiteboard with an
(EEsm L:|!g.'. T hiave seven or tigl‘u Orgasimns a
-:|:}'. 1E jruts you in a F«u-nd misl,"™ g]rsm:-u[ the
girls. Meanwhile, back in Hampshire, MNicky
has fenand a leophole m the law that would allow

ARRESTING [SSUE: Micky Taylor takes her stamd in A WT Lodys Guwle To Brothok

thie W1 women o set upa mahitle brochel,
becaise |.-|.‘_|ﬁ||}'= vehicle i not defined s
et e,

The magic af this deco is the gorgeous
personality of all three of the women and how
woncerfally matter of fct and non-judgmental
they are ahout sex, Te quite lifts the spirits to see
this kind and good side of buman nature.

A WY Lady’s Guide ra Brathels is an important
piece of television and a vindication o anyone
in this country who was imvolved in the law
change to legalise prosttution here.

Real Life: A W Lody's Gk To Brotheds ison TV
Oree, Tuesday, 9.30pm.



